SAUL LEITER

Born: 1923, Brooklyn, NY

CHRONOLOGY

1923 Born Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

1930s Attends Talmudical Academy in New York City

1935(circa) Is given a Detrola camera by mother and begins photographing
sporadically.

1940s Attends Telshe Yeshiva Rabbinical College in Cleveland

1944 Paintings exhibited at Ten Thirty Gallery, Cleveland.

1945 Paintings exhibited at The Outlines Gallery, Pittsburgh.

Paintings exhibited at Gump’s department store in San Francisco.

1946 Leaves theological college in Cleveland and moves to New York. Meets
Abstract Expressionist painter Richard Pousse-Dart who influences his
interest in photography.

Resides at 99 Perry Street (c.1946-1952).

1947 Attends Henri Cartier-Bresson’s exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art;
one of his paintings is included in Abstract and Surrealist American Art at
the Art Institute of Chicago; meets and befriends W. Eugene Smith who
gives him Alexey Brodovitch’s book Ballet; paintings exhibited at the
Butler Institute of American Art, Youngstown, OH.

1948(circa) Begins working with color slide film. Works primarily with three cameras,
Argosy C3, Auto Graflex Junior and an early Rolleiflex.

1951 LIFE publishes his black-and-white series “The Wedding as a Funeral”
September 3 issue.

1952 Moves to East Tenth Street; founding of the co-operative Tanager Gallery.

Works in studio behind Tanager Gallery.

1953 Black-and-white photographs are included in Always the Young Strangers
at the Museum of Modern Art and in Contemporary Photography at the
Tokyo Museum.

1956 One-person exhibition at the Tanager Gallery.

1950s(late) Gives slide talk about his color work at “The Club,” an art space in the East
Village. Exhibits color work at Samuel Kootz Gallery, New York.

1957 Steichen includes twenty of Leiter’s color photographs in his slide talk,
“Experimental Photography in Color” at the Museum of Modern Art, New
York. Henry Wolf, art director at Esquire, publishes some of Leiter’s
fashion photographs.

1958 Begins to photograph for Harper’s Bazaar when Henry Wolf becomes art

director.



1959 Travels to Europe on assignment for Esquire to photograph Gina
Lollobrigida during the making of Solomon and Sheba in Madrid.

1960-1980s Continues to take fashion photographs and other commercial work. His
fashion work is published in Harper’s Bazaar, Elle, Show, British Vogue,
Queen, and Nova. His photographs are also included in LIFE, US
Camera, Photography Annual, and Infinity magazines.

1981 Closes commercial studio at 156 5™ Avenue.

1991 Fashion work included in the exhibition at the Victoria and Albert Museum
with accompanying book by Martin Harrison.

1992 Black-and-white work included in the book The New York School:

Photographs 1936-1963.

1993,1994 Black-and-white photographs exhibited at Howard Greenberg Gallery, New
York

1994(circa) Receives funding from liford Paper Company to begin printing color work as
Cibachromes with Laumont Labs in New York.

1997, 2005 Exhibitions of color photographs at Howard Greenberg Gallery, New York

2006 Color monograph is published. First solo museum exhibition at the
Milwaukee Art Museum.
Present Continues to live, photograph and paint in New York.
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Council European Touring Exhibition.
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1995 By Night. Cartier Foundation, Paris
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Always the Young Stranger. Museum of Modern Art, New York
1947 Abstract and Surrealist Art. Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago



MONOGRAPHS
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